 Oregon Rocketry July 2013 Meeting Minutes


Giovanni’s Restaurant, July 3, 2013:  Officers present: Paul Bogdanich (Secretary), Robert Braibish (Treasurer), Gary Goncher (President) and Ken McGoffin (Publicity Director).

Introduction and Call for New Members


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. and no call for new members was made because there were only 18 members and officers in attendance and all the faces were familiar.

NXRS Review


A review of the activities at NXRS was engaged in and preliminary totals indicate that just under 400,000 NS of APCP was burned at the launch in 143 motors.  Time was spent talking about memorable flights, contest winners and so forth all of which are better referenced in the President’s e-mail to the membership reproduced at the end of these minutes.   Also in the minutes we would like to than the sponsors of the events and all those who worked duty positions for another successful launch.  


The business items that arose from the NXRS review were the safety concern from unstable, rockets of which there were a couple.  An accidental motor initiation on private launch gear off the homestead.  The inconveniences occasioned by the 1,500 ft radius rule.  The layout of the flight line compared to the away cells on the hill.  The issue of noise from certain classes of portable generators.  Whether or not there should be assigned parking for vendors and the adequacy of the six porta pottys.  No action was taken on these issues.          

Audio and other PA Problems


At NXRS there was also continuing problems with the PA system.  It was the feeling of the membership in attendance that some solution and perhaps the ability to broadcast LCO traffic both FM and on FRS 1 would be a good idea.  It was proposed and agreed to that these issues would be investigated under a budget of $500.00 for the fixes and members interested in participating in resolving this issue should coordinate with Robert Brabish. 

Members Directory on the Web-Site       


Wilson Alness has the members directory up and running and again advocated increased participation.

Treasurer’s Report


The treasurer reported that the bank balance was $2,430.59.  The funds from NXRS are still being deposited but receipts seem to have been above $500.00 with 11 new memberships and a few launch fees. 

TRA Rule Change


It was discussed that TRA has changed its rules to allow NAR members to fly at TRA research launches that are not restricted by additional local rules.  Pursuant to this development the EX flyers would like more launch days designated as TRA research days and the issue will be considered and possibly acted on when the full Board of Directors and a sufficient number of members attend a future meeting. 

Call for other business and Adjournment


A call for other business was made and being no other official business the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:35 p.m. at which time Team Hardtail gave a very nice video presentation of selected NXRS footage.     

  Please send any corrections to Paul Bogdanich @ tra11654@iinet.com  

The Presidents NXRS report via e-mail of July 4, 2013.

The NXRS research launch this year in Brothers brought a large crowd together for some spectacular flights in the desert. We had a full flight line from Thursday evening onward. The weather cooperated fully this year, with temperatures in the 60's overnight and mid-90's during the day. Shade and water were in much demand, with blue skies at the start of each day and a few clouds by mid-afternoon. We had three vendors on-site (Sunriver Nature Center, What's Up Hobbies, and Bay Area Rocketry) for most of the launch to keep fliers well-supplied. The new flight line to the west of the previous year's location put the LCO closer to the center of the activity. Things were a bit more civil in camp with the addition of a couple of port-a-potties at the west end of the flight line.

Flights started early on Friday after set-up late Thursday afternoon. We had a total of 48 flights on Friday, 69 flights on Saturday, and 26 flights on Sunday, with a total of about 400,000 N-s of total impulse burned over the weekend. From our away cell up on the hill to the south, we had two O motor flights Friday (David Hassinger and Brent Rowe), two O-motor flights Saturday (David Hassinger with an O4500 and an O4000), and two N-motor flights Sunday (Steve Cutonilli with an N1675 Orange Sunset, and a spectacular flight by the Portland State Aerospace Society on an N4500). There were also a couple of two-stage flights (Marty Weiser with an M-to-L flight Friday, and Rob Lamb with an M-to-M flight Saturday). The median impulse flown at this launch was between a J and K motor.

There were a few contests at NXRS this year to engage the fliers and keep the crowd entertained. With the newly-cleared launch areas we had a daytime and night-time Sparky Motor Challenge, with 6 entrants for the daylight competition and 3 entrants for the night-time competition. By popular vote, Fred Azinger won both halves of the competition with his Dark Plasma K1000 motor during the day and his K1200 Plasma Torch at night. Next up was the Fruity Chutes 3Kn200 competition, which involved carrying a can of soda to 3000 ft., and returning it without damage in 200 sec. First prize ($75 gift cert. ) went to Joe Bevier with 2,999 ft.(!) and 187 sec.; second place ($50 gift cert.) went to Gary Goncher with 2,872 ft. and 327 sec. The Tinder Trailer Trasher long-burn altitude contest went to Greg Clark with his Kestrel minimum-diameter rocket at 17,821 ft. (Tender Descender recovery device first prize. Finally, the Waiverbait Challenge competition (altitude over 33,000 ft. but less than 38,000 ft.) was won this year by Steve Cutonilli and Roy Jenkins with their N1675 98 mm minimum diameter Inglorious Bastard rocket to 34,825 ft. They took the $2000 first place prize put up by Allied Orthopedic in Boise, ID.

Thanks to all the fliers who participated and all the volunteers who made the launch possible - see you next year for an even better NXRS launch!

Gary Goncher

Oregon Rocketry
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	Class
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday
	Total

	A
	0
	0
	0
	0

	B
	2
	1
	0
	3

	C
	5
	3
	0
	8

	D
	0
	0
	0
	0

	E
	1
	1
	0
	2

	F
	0
	4
	0
	4

	G
	3
	3
	1
	7

	H
	4
	12
	5
	21

	I
	6
	13
	5
	24

	J
	7
	10
	4
	21

	K
	6
	11
	5
	22

	L
	6
	3
	3
	12

	M
	6
	6
	1
	13

	N
	0
	0
	2
	2

	O
	2
	2
	0
	4

	Totals
	48
	69
	26
	143


